NEW  NAMES  FOR NEW  PLACES,      53

this they did at last when they scattered the " In-
vincible Armada " in 1588. But before this Spain
had done great things.

The Portuguese had been the first great adven-
turers, but they were soon left far behind by the
Spanish sailors, who explored almost every part of
South America, settling there, and sending home
great shiploads of gold to make Spain rich. And
wherever they explored and settled they spread
about these beautiful names to honour the saints
and holy things which their religion told them to
love and honour.

It was the great discoverer Christopher Columbus
who first gave one of these beautiful names to a
place in South America. He had already discovered
North America, and made a second voyage there,
when he determined to explore the land south of
the West Indies. He sailed south through the
tropical seas while the heat melted the tar of the
rigging. But Columbus never noticed danger and
discomfort. He had made a vow to call the first
land he saw after the Holy Trinity, and when at
last he caught sight of three peaks jutting up from'
an island he gave the island the name of La Trinidad,
and " Trinidad " it remains to this day, though it
now belongs to the British. As he sailed south
Columbus caught sight of what was really the main-
land of South America, but he thought it was an-
other island, and called it Isla Santa, or " Holy
Island/'